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Subpart A—General
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§393.1 Scope of the rules in this part.

(a) The rules in this part establish
minimum standards for commercial
motor vehicles as defined in §390.5 of
this title. Only motor vehicles (as de-
fined in §390.5) and combinations of
motor vehicles which meet the defini-
tion of a commercial motor vehicle are
subject to the requirements of this
part. All requirements that refer to
motor vehicles with a GVWR below
4,636 kg (10,001 pounds) are applicable
only when the motor vehicle or com-
bination of motor vehicles meets the
definition of a commercial motor vehi-
cle.

(b)(1) Every motor carrier and its em-
ployees must be knowledgeable of and
comply with the requirements and
specifications of this part.

(2) Every intermodal equipment pro-
vider and its employees or agents re-
sponsible for the inspection, repair, and
maintenance of intermodal equipment
interchanged to motor carriers must be
knowledgeable of and comply with the
applicable requirements and specifica-
tions of this part.

(c) No motor carrier may operate a
commercial motor vehicle, or cause or
permit such vehicle to be operated, un-
less it is equipped in accordance with
the requirements and specifications of
this part.

(d) No intermodal equipment pro-
vider may operate intermodal equip-
ment, or cause or permit such equip-
ment to be operated, unless it is
equipped in accordance with the re-
quirements and specifications of this
part.

[70 FR 48025, Aug. 15, 2005, as amended at 73
FR 76823, Dec. 17, 2008]

§393.5

§393.3 Additional equipment and ac-
cessories.

The use of additional equipment or
accessories in a manner that decreases
the safety of operation of a commercial
motor vehicle in interstate commerce
is prohibited. Nothing contained in this
subchapter shall be construed to pro-
hibit the use of additional equipment
and accessories, not inconsistent with
or prohibited by this subchapter, pro-
vided such equipment and accessories
do not decrease the safety of operation
of the motor vehicles on which they
are used.

[78 FR 58484, Sept. 24, 2013]

§393.5 Definitions.

As used in this part, the following
words and terms are construed to
mean:

Aggregate working load limit. The sum-
mation of the working load limits or
restraining capacity of all devices used
to secure an article of cargo on a vehi-
cle.

Agricultural commodity trailer. A trail-
er that is designed to transport bulk
agricultural commodities in off-road
harvesting sites and to a processing
plant or storage location, as evidenced
by skeletal construction that accom-
modates harvest containers, a max-
imum length of 28 feet, and an arrange-
ment of air control lines and reservoirs
that minimizes damage in field oper-
ations.

Air brake system. A system, including
an air-over-hydraulic brake subsystem,
that uses air as a medium for transmit-
ting pressure or force from the driver
control to the service brake, but does
not include a system that uses com-
pressed air or vacuum only to assist
the driver in applying muscular force
to hydraulic or mechanical compo-
nents.

Air-over-hydraulic brake subsystem. A
subsystem of the air brake system that
uses compressed air to transmit a force
from the driver control to a hydraulic
brake system to actuate the service
brakes.

Anchor point. Part of the structure,
fitting or attachment on a vehicle or
article of cargo to which a tiedown is
attached.
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